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Friday 18th September 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

As a school, we pride ourselves on being diverse. Diverse in our curriculum, books we study with their different themes, 

authors we learn about, artists we explore and most importantly, the children who attend. In order to respond to the recent 

events surrounding the Black Lives Matter movement, and ensure our school's approach gives children the knowledge they 

need to feel empowered and educated, we would like to gain the thoughts of the whole school community.  

 

As a school, we have taken the decision to approach this in 5 different ways: 

 

1- Through altering the current Year 5 Activism unit to explore the Civil Rights movement in addition to studying Malala and 

the Suffragettes  

2- In ensuring there is representation of diversity through images we use within our lessons 

3- In ensuring we explore the contribution of black people in our history units (WWII, The Victorians etc)  

4- Through our new Literature Spine (school book list), ensuring we have diversity of theme, author and main characters 

5- And finally, in Black History Month. 

 

We are wanting to write a 2 week mini-unit of study in October for each year group during Black History Month, celebrating 

the contributions black people have made to British society and inspiring our pupils that they can be anything. We are 

calling it, 'If I Can See It, I Can Be It'. Each year group will study an inspirational black person, either living or dead so by the 

end of Y6, they will have studied 7 aspirational black people.  

 

And this is where we need your help! We would like you to write on the form black people who you and your families are 

inspired by and you would like the children at De Beauvoir to know about. Maya Angelou, Ruby Bridges, Idris Elba, Andi 

Oliver...? We will compile the names and vote as a school body which people to study.  

Please complete the slip below and return to school by Friday 25th of September. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Benjamin J. Bignall 

Deputy Headteacher 

FAO Mr Bignall, If I Can See It, I Can Be It! 

Your child’s name: ___________________________  Your child’s class:  _________________ 

 

Suggested person to study: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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